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SUBMITTING ITEMS
Email calendar items two weeks in 
advance to jenniferg@lvb.com

Tuesday, Nov. 3
Held by: Manufacturers Resource 
Center
Summary: Affordable Care Act report-
ing seminar for large employers
Where: Bear Creek Mountain Resort & 
Conference Center, 101 Doe Mountain 
Lane, Macungie
Time: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: www.mrcpa.org/events

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business at breakfast
Where: Reading Country Club, 5311 
Perkiomen Ave., Reading
Time: 7:45-9 a.m.
Cost: $12
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 5
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
Summary: Chamber annual meeting 
and awards show
Where: Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
77 Sands Blvd., Bethlehem
Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: $85 members, $150 nonmembers
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Friday, Nov. 6
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Human Resource Summit 
2015
Where: Crowne Plaza Reading, 1741 
Papermill Road, Wyomissing
Time: 8 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
Cost: $150 members, $275 vendors
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursdays, Nov. 5, 19, Dec. 3, 17
Held by: Concretely Speaking 
Toastmasters International
Summary: Public speaking and leader-
ship skills
Where: Greenawalds Fire Co., 2500 
Focht Ave., Allentown
Time: Noon-1 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: Dan Loikits at 610-428-
1579 or danl@loikits.com

Wednesdays Nov. 11, 18
Held By: Lehigh Valley Toastmasters
Summary: Enhance Leadership and 
Public Speaking Skills
Where: Christ Church UCC, 75 E. 
Market St., Bethlehem
Time: 7-9 p.m.
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Globally, alternative energy is a 
growing trend.

Throughout the Greater Lehigh 
Valley, businesses are incorporating 
these energy sources as a replace-
ment to fossil fuels.

Several forms of alternative 
energy are available – and whether it 
be solar, hydroelectric wind or ther-
mal – there are options in finding the 
right source of energy that’s environ-
mentally friendly and fiscally sound.

One company that’s been mak-
ing an impact on the region is RER 
Energy Group LLC in Muhlenberg 
Township, Berks County. Here to 
offer insights on the world of alterna-
tive energy is Jim Kurtz, president of 
RER Energy Group.

Lehigh Valley Business: How long 
has RER Energy Group LLC been in 
business and what are its primary 
services?
Jim Kurtz: RER Energy Group was 
established in 2009. We were an off-
shoot of Reading Electric, an electri-
cal contracting firm started by my 
great uncle in 1956.

RER develops, designs and installs 
solar electric systems for organiza-
tions across the U.S. and recently in 
Latin America as well, as we opened 
an office in Mexico City earlier this 
year.

LVB: What have been some of the 
greatest challenges and opportuni-
ties that RER Energy Group LLC has 
encountered throughout its years in 
business?
Kurtz: When we started, there 
were very few solar systems in the 
Northeast and people were naturally 
skeptical of something that was per-
ceived to be new. The reality is, solar 
systems have been reliably producing 
energy since the 1950s, when Bell 
Labs introduced the technology still 
commonly used today, and produc-
tion has been very reliable for all of 
our clients.

Businesses that installed solar are 
installing more solar as they expand 
facilities or decide to add solar onto 
additional buildings.

Financing was also more of a 
challenge to obtain six years ago. 
That has changed significantly over 
the past few years as prominent Wall 
Street financial institutions have 
become large investors in solar sys-
tems.

LVB: Does RER Energy Group LLC 

work directly with businesses in the 
region to install alternative energy 
solutions? If so, what have been 
some of its biggest projects to date?
Kurtz: RER has developed and 
installed systems for businesses, 
schools, municipalities, farms and 
nonprofits. Clients include Boscov’s, 
Domino Sugar, Penn State Berks, 
Phoenixville Area School District, 
Adelphi Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
Highwood Industries, Misco 
Products, Lambert Spawn and many 
more.

Projects at first averaged around 
200 kilowatts since there was a popu-
lar Pennsylvania grant program five 
years ago which provided 20-30 per-
cent of the cost of projects for those 
up to 200 kW in size.

That program has expired, but 
system prices have dropped over 60 
percent in the past five years, and 
today our average project sizes are 
larger; in the 500 to 1000 kW range.

LVB: How does RER Energy Group 
LLC directly stimulate the local 
economy?
Kurtz: RER and our sister company, 
Sunvestment Energy Group, a solar 
financing platform, have over 20 
employees and consultants working 
together on a weekly basis. We utilize 
local engineers, electricians, bank-
ers, accountants, insurance firms, 
marketing agencies and other profes-
sional service firms.

We buy from local distributors for 
electric supplies, steel and aluminum 

extruding shops for racking systems 
and from other companies for roof-
ing, seeding, ballast and other needs.

We’re also always open to new 
sources of capital. Contracted proj-
ects for 2016 will require approxi-
mately $40 million of financing.

LVB: What advice would you give 
to an individual or business that’s 
interested in converting to alterna-
tive energy sources? What are some 
of the biggest perks of using alter-
native energy?
Kurtz: There is a confluence of rea-
sons why demand is so strong in 
our industry currently. Prices have 
dropped significantly over time but 
are now steady, interest rates are still 
low for financing, and, importantly, 
the 30 percent federal investment tax 
credit, which has been available for 
the last 10 years, is set to expire.

Organizations need to have proj-
ects fully installed by the end of 2016 
to obtain the 30 percent [investment 
tax credit]. Companies are setting 
plans in place today, since projects 
typically take a year from the first 
conversation until final completion.

With an energy bill and an 
address, we can quickly determine 
the savings potential for a facility 
and make sure it is well suited for 
an array. There are no costs for an 
evaluation, it’s a relatively straight 
forward, one-stop visit.

The free fuel from the sun results 
in effective energy costs of $0.03 to 
$0.05 per kWh [kilowatt hour] for 

the next 30 years for businesses and 
turns an unknown, volatile cost into 
a fixed, known cost.

LVB: What does the future look like 
for RER Energy Group LLC? Does it 
have plans for growth?
Kurtz: Along with our new office in 
Mexico, we are increasingly expand-
ing our geographic reach. We’re 
excited that we recently signed a 
2MW [megawatt] contract with a 
utility in Iowa.

We also obtained a prestigious 
U.S. Department of Energy SunShot 
grant award to help expand our 
Sunvestment Energy Group financ-
ing platform. SEG was launched to 
develop financial solutions that make 
solar possible for local businesses 
and nonprofits, while keeping more 
of the savings and investment oppor-
tunities in the community.

What we see in the market today 
is investors realizing after-tax returns 
of 7-9 percent or more funding solar 
projects when nonprofit organiza-
tions and business can’t fund the 
projects themselves or can’t fully uti-
lize the tax incentives and deprecia-
tion benefits.

The SEG financial platform allows 
community members affiliated with 
the local project to invest along with 

BEHIND THE LIST WITH JIM KURTZ OF RER ENERGY GROUP LLC

Tapping free fuel from the sun

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND
Jim Kurtz, president of RER Energy Group LLC, says his company has developed and installed solar energy systems for 
businesses, schools, municipalities, farms and nonprofits.

please see CALENDAR, page 22

MORE AT LVB.COM
VIDEO: Jim Kurtz talks about the services 
provided by RER Energy Group LLC.

please see KURTZ, page 22
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Company Name Address City Phone Description

Swaggas Independent 
Records

463 S. Main St. Phillipsburg, N.J. 908-454-4525 Nonclassified 
establishment

General Stamping Co. 309 State Route 94 Columbia, N.J. 908-496-4158 Stamping manufacturing

Acme Markets 800 Second St. Pike Northampton 215-354-4424 Grocer

Cameron's Equine 
Supply

14 Water St. Oley 484-491-1290 General retail 
merchandise

Belly Busters Pizza & 
Subs

1554 Ben Franklin 
Highway East

Douglassville 484-624-4463 Pizza

Restaurants R US 102 S. Courtland St. East Stroudsburg 570-213-5966 Restaurant

Lehigh Valley 
Physicians Group

4242 Mauch Chunk 
Road

Coplay 570-225-7211 Physicians and surgeons

CL Marketing Inc. 2275 Milford Road East Stroudsburg 570-422-1070 Marketing programs and 
services

St. Helpers 17 N. Sixth St. Stroudsburg 570-424-0914 Nonclassified 
establishment

Wooden Ked Irish Tap 
Room

115 Sunbury St. Minersville 570-544-2405 Nonclassified 
establishment

Jackson Street Pub 101 Jackson St. Port Carbon 570-622-1600 Brewery and pub

Strings State Route 611 Bartonsville 570-629-1214 Nonclassified 
establishment

Pocono Properties 
Realty LLC

5626 Route 115 Blakeslee 570-643-0321 Real estate management

Mcaloose 470 Ben Titus Road Tamaqua 570-668-1668 Nonclassified 
establishment

Curvy Couture 756 Milford Road East Stroudsburg 570-730-4878 Retail clothing store

Snack Shack 928 W. Centre St. Mahanoy City 570-773-1820 Potato and corn chips

Reading Mechanical-
Utility

N/A Frackville 570-794-6000 Nonclassified 
establishment

Lebet Enterprises Inc. 6566 Route 209 Stroudsburg 570-801-7723 Nonclassified 
establishment

I Dream Enterprise 
Corp.

1221 Pocono Blvd. Mount Pocono 570-839-2886 Nonclassified 
establishment

Cyanide Vs Xaneria 124 N. Washington 
St.

Orwigsburg 570-968-4522 Nonclassified 
establishment

Metropolitan 
Management

550 Pearl St. Reading 610-208-5691 Management services

428 Northampton LLC 428 Northampton 
St.

Easton 610-252-2476 Nonclassified 
establishment

Eggleston Insurance 1101 Hamilton St. Allentown 610-351-5055 Insurance services

Company Name Address City Phone Description

Acme Structure II LLC 645 Penn St. Reading 610-372-2546 Nonclassified 
establishment

Min Mins Convenience 
Store

29 W. Fourth St. Bethlehem 610-419-9190 Convenience store

Hertz Rent A Car 904 Hamilton St. Allentown 610-435-1510 Automobile renting

Catholic Charities 900 S. Woodward St. Allentown 610-435-4367 Charitable institution

Apple Bail Bond 453 W. Linden St. Allentown 610-437-0777 Bail bonds

Gary Diamond Awnings 618 Grant St. Allentown 610-437-1348 Awning and canopies

Blue Valley Vision 455 Blue Valley 
Drive

Bangor 610-452-2720 Optometrists

Michael B. Balthaser 
DMB LLC

7175 Bernville Road Bernville 610-488-1539 Nonclassified 
establishment

ORE Inc. 5738 Memorial 
Road

Allentown 610-530-7368 Nonclassified 
establishment

Conestoga Foundry 
Supply

Hill Drive and West 
State Street

Hamburg 610-562-0726 Foundry equipment and 
supplies

Hearts Ablaze 
Fellowship

235 W. Second St. Birdsboro 610-568-4672 Church

Total Recycle Inc. 1270 Lincoln Road Birdsboro 610-575-1010 Recycling center

Spitler's Allignment 846 Brownsville 
Road

Wernersville 610-678-2560 Nonclassified 
establishment

S&G Asphalt Service 
LLC

3349 Old Post Road Slatington 610-760-0211 Asphalt and products

ISP Office Solutions 4125 Independence 
Drive

Schnecksville 610-769-8020 Nonclassified 
establishment

Prominent Painting 829 N. Seventh St. Allentown 610-841-8101 Painters

Breckenridge Paper 
Packaging

941 Marcon Blvd. Allentown 610-841-8675 Packaging services

Masters Of Snip & Clip 1892 Catasauqua 
Road

Allentown 610-841-9993 Beauty salon

Dondorra Cleaning 216 W. Greenwich 
St.

Bethlehem 610-865-1790 Janitor services

Tuckerton Home Sales 32 Tuckerton Road Reading 610-926-1400 General retail 
merchandise

Pysanky Collectibles 
LLC

401 Main St. Oley 610-987-6763 Collectibles

Prime Care Urgent & 
Family Center

2619 Hill Road Reading 703-792-6227 Physicians and surgeons

The list of new businesses was acquired from a subscription service, Salesgenie, and is limited to Berks, Bucks, Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, Schuylkill and Warren, N.J., counties.

Cost: Free 
Contact: Lou Mammana at 610-360-
7612 or lou.mammana@lpl.com

Thursday, Nov. 12
Held by: Lehigh University College of 
Business and Economics
Summary: Disruptive leaders are good 
for business
Where: Lehigh University, Iacocca Hall, 
111 Research Drive, Bethlehem
Time: 7:30-9 a.m.
Cost: $35
Contact: Beth Simmons at 610-758-
3216 or bsimmons@lehigh.edu

Thursday, Nov. 12
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business and education 
symposium
Where: Berkshire Country Club, 1637 
Bernville Road, Reading

Time: 7:15-10 a.m.
Cost: Free
Contact:  
glandis@greaterreadingchamber.org

Saturday, Nov. 14
Held by: Norris McLaughlin & Marcus 
and Maser Consulting
Summary: Environmental workshop
Where: Norris McLaughlin & Marcus, 
515 W. Hamilton St., Suite 502, 
Allentown
Time: 9 a.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: cdarago@nmmlaw.com

Tuesday, Nov. 17
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s Women’s 
Business Council
Summary: Marketing outside the box
Where: PBS-39 WLVT, 839 Sesame St., 
Bethlehem
Time: 5-7 p.m.
Cost: $35 members, $70 nonmembers
Contact:  
info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Wednesday, Nov. 18
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Rising Star Reception 2015
Where: Berkshire Country Club, 1637 
Bernville Road, Reading
Time: 5-7:30 p.m.
Cost: $30
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 19
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s Young 
Professional Council and Small 
Business Council
Summary: TechFest 2015
Where: ArtsQuest SteelStacks, 101 
Founders Way, Bethlehem
Time: 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Cost: $45
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Wells Fargo economic fore-

cast breakfast
Where: Stokesay Castle, 141 Stokesay 
Castle Lane, Reading
Time: 7:30-9:30 a.m.
Cost: $20
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Dec. 10
Held by: Lehigh University College of 
Business and Economics
Summary: The art and science of mak-
ing decisions in business
Where: Lehigh University, Iacocca Hall, 
111 Research Drive, Bethlehem
Time: 7:30-9 a.m.
Cost: $35
Contact: Beth Simmons at 610-758-
3216 or bsimmons@lehigh.edu

COMPILED BY JENNIFER GLOSE

CALENDAR
continued from page 17

sophisticated anchor investors. The 
greater the community participation, 
the more the economic benefits of 
solar energy stay in the local com-
munity.

Solar is growing quickly through-
out the U.S. Through SEG, we are 
helping other solar project develop-
ers throughout the country identify 
lower-cost financing sources and 
allowing members of their commu-
nity to participate in the value that 
the free fuel from the sun generates 
over time. 

COMPILED BY CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND

KURTZ
continued from page 17

SEND YOUR BUSINESS NEWS TO: 
LVBnews@LVB.com
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additional buildings.
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That has changed significantly over 
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solutions? If so, what have been 
some of its biggest projects to date?
Kurtz: RER has developed and 
installed systems for businesses, 
schools, municipalities, farms and 
nonprofits. Clients include Boscov’s, 
Domino Sugar, Penn State Berks, 
Phoenixville Area School District, 
Adelphi Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
Highwood Industries, Misco 
Products, Lambert Spawn and many 
more.

Projects at first averaged around 
200 kilowatts since there was a popu-
lar Pennsylvania grant program five 
years ago which provided 20-30 per-
cent of the cost of projects for those 
up to 200 kW in size.

That program has expired, but 
system prices have dropped over 60 
percent in the past five years, and 
today our average project sizes are 
larger; in the 500 to 1000 kW range.

LVB: How does RER Energy Group 
LLC directly stimulate the local 
economy?
Kurtz: RER and our sister company, 
Sunvestment Energy Group, a solar 
financing platform, have over 20 
employees and consultants working 
together on a weekly basis. We utilize 
local engineers, electricians, bank-
ers, accountants, insurance firms, 
marketing agencies and other profes-
sional service firms.

We buy from local distributors for 
electric supplies, steel and aluminum 

extruding shops for racking systems 
and from other companies for roof-
ing, seeding, ballast and other needs.

We’re also always open to new 
sources of capital. Contracted proj-
ects for 2016 will require approxi-
mately $40 million of financing.

LVB: What advice would you give 
to an individual or business that’s 
interested in converting to alterna-
tive energy sources? What are some 
of the biggest perks of using alter-
native energy?
Kurtz: There is a confluence of rea-
sons why demand is so strong in 
our industry currently. Prices have 
dropped significantly over time but 
are now steady, interest rates are still 
low for financing, and, importantly, 
the 30 percent federal investment tax 
credit, which has been available for 
the last 10 years, is set to expire.

Organizations need to have proj-
ects fully installed by the end of 2016 
to obtain the 30 percent [investment 
tax credit]. Companies are setting 
plans in place today, since projects 
typically take a year from the first 
conversation until final completion.

With an energy bill and an 
address, we can quickly determine 
the savings potential for a facility 
and make sure it is well suited for 
an array. There are no costs for an 
evaluation, it’s a relatively straight 
forward, one-stop visit.

The free fuel from the sun results 
in effective energy costs of $0.03 to 
$0.05 per kWh [kilowatt hour] for 

the next 30 years for businesses and 
turns an unknown, volatile cost into 
a fixed, known cost.

LVB: What does the future look like 
for RER Energy Group LLC? Does it 
have plans for growth?
Kurtz: Along with our new office in 
Mexico, we are increasingly expand-
ing our geographic reach. We’re 
excited that we recently signed a 
2MW [megawatt] contract with a 
utility in Iowa.

We also obtained a prestigious 
U.S. Department of Energy SunShot 
grant award to help expand our 
Sunvestment Energy Group financ-
ing platform. SEG was launched to 
develop financial solutions that make 
solar possible for local businesses 
and nonprofits, while keeping more 
of the savings and investment oppor-
tunities in the community.

What we see in the market today 
is investors realizing after-tax returns 
of 7-9 percent or more funding solar 
projects when nonprofit organiza-
tions and business can’t fund the 
projects themselves or can’t fully uti-
lize the tax incentives and deprecia-
tion benefits.

The SEG financial platform allows 
community members affiliated with 
the local project to invest along with 

BEHIND THE LIST WITH JIM KURTZ OF RER ENERGY GROUP LLC

Tapping free fuel from the sun

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND
Jim Kurtz, president of RER Energy Group LLC, says his company has developed and installed solar energy systems for 
businesses, schools, municipalities, farms and nonprofits.

please see CALENDAR, page 22

MORE AT LVB.COM
VIDEO: Jim Kurtz talks about the services 
provided by RER Energy Group LLC.

please see KURTZ, page 22
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Company Name Address City Phone Description

Swaggas Independent 
Records

463 S. Main St. Phillipsburg, N.J. 908-454-4525 Nonclassified 
establishment

General Stamping Co. 309 State Route 94 Columbia, N.J. 908-496-4158 Stamping manufacturing

Acme Markets 800 Second St. Pike Northampton 215-354-4424 Grocer

Cameron's Equine 
Supply

14 Water St. Oley 484-491-1290 General retail 
merchandise

Belly Busters Pizza & 
Subs

1554 Ben Franklin 
Highway East

Douglassville 484-624-4463 Pizza

Restaurants R US 102 S. Courtland St. East Stroudsburg 570-213-5966 Restaurant

Lehigh Valley 
Physicians Group

4242 Mauch Chunk 
Road

Coplay 570-225-7211 Physicians and surgeons

CL Marketing Inc. 2275 Milford Road East Stroudsburg 570-422-1070 Marketing programs and 
services

St. Helpers 17 N. Sixth St. Stroudsburg 570-424-0914 Nonclassified 
establishment

Wooden Ked Irish Tap 
Room

115 Sunbury St. Minersville 570-544-2405 Nonclassified 
establishment

Jackson Street Pub 101 Jackson St. Port Carbon 570-622-1600 Brewery and pub

Strings State Route 611 Bartonsville 570-629-1214 Nonclassified 
establishment

Pocono Properties 
Realty LLC

5626 Route 115 Blakeslee 570-643-0321 Real estate management

Mcaloose 470 Ben Titus Road Tamaqua 570-668-1668 Nonclassified 
establishment

Curvy Couture 756 Milford Road East Stroudsburg 570-730-4878 Retail clothing store

Snack Shack 928 W. Centre St. Mahanoy City 570-773-1820 Potato and corn chips

Reading Mechanical-
Utility

N/A Frackville 570-794-6000 Nonclassified 
establishment

Lebet Enterprises Inc. 6566 Route 209 Stroudsburg 570-801-7723 Nonclassified 
establishment

I Dream Enterprise 
Corp.

1221 Pocono Blvd. Mount Pocono 570-839-2886 Nonclassified 
establishment

Cyanide Vs Xaneria 124 N. Washington 
St.

Orwigsburg 570-968-4522 Nonclassified 
establishment

Metropolitan 
Management

550 Pearl St. Reading 610-208-5691 Management services

428 Northampton LLC 428 Northampton 
St.

Easton 610-252-2476 Nonclassified 
establishment

Eggleston Insurance 1101 Hamilton St. Allentown 610-351-5055 Insurance services

Company Name Address City Phone Description

Acme Structure II LLC 645 Penn St. Reading 610-372-2546 Nonclassified 
establishment

Min Mins Convenience 
Store

29 W. Fourth St. Bethlehem 610-419-9190 Convenience store

Hertz Rent A Car 904 Hamilton St. Allentown 610-435-1510 Automobile renting

Catholic Charities 900 S. Woodward St. Allentown 610-435-4367 Charitable institution

Apple Bail Bond 453 W. Linden St. Allentown 610-437-0777 Bail bonds

Gary Diamond Awnings 618 Grant St. Allentown 610-437-1348 Awning and canopies

Blue Valley Vision 455 Blue Valley 
Drive

Bangor 610-452-2720 Optometrists

Michael B. Balthaser 
DMB LLC

7175 Bernville Road Bernville 610-488-1539 Nonclassified 
establishment

ORE Inc. 5738 Memorial 
Road

Allentown 610-530-7368 Nonclassified 
establishment

Conestoga Foundry 
Supply

Hill Drive and West 
State Street

Hamburg 610-562-0726 Foundry equipment and 
supplies

Hearts Ablaze 
Fellowship

235 W. Second St. Birdsboro 610-568-4672 Church

Total Recycle Inc. 1270 Lincoln Road Birdsboro 610-575-1010 Recycling center

Spitler's Allignment 846 Brownsville 
Road

Wernersville 610-678-2560 Nonclassified 
establishment

S&G Asphalt Service 
LLC

3349 Old Post Road Slatington 610-760-0211 Asphalt and products

ISP Office Solutions 4125 Independence 
Drive

Schnecksville 610-769-8020 Nonclassified 
establishment

Prominent Painting 829 N. Seventh St. Allentown 610-841-8101 Painters

Breckenridge Paper 
Packaging

941 Marcon Blvd. Allentown 610-841-8675 Packaging services

Masters Of Snip & Clip 1892 Catasauqua 
Road

Allentown 610-841-9993 Beauty salon

Dondorra Cleaning 216 W. Greenwich 
St.

Bethlehem 610-865-1790 Janitor services

Tuckerton Home Sales 32 Tuckerton Road Reading 610-926-1400 General retail 
merchandise

Pysanky Collectibles 
LLC

401 Main St. Oley 610-987-6763 Collectibles

Prime Care Urgent & 
Family Center

2619 Hill Road Reading 703-792-6227 Physicians and surgeons

The list of new businesses was acquired from a subscription service, Salesgenie, and is limited to Berks, Bucks, Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, Schuylkill and Warren, N.J., counties.

Cost: Free 
Contact: Lou Mammana at 610-360-
7612 or lou.mammana@lpl.com

Thursday, Nov. 12
Held by: Lehigh University College of 
Business and Economics
Summary: Disruptive leaders are good 
for business
Where: Lehigh University, Iacocca Hall, 
111 Research Drive, Bethlehem
Time: 7:30-9 a.m.
Cost: $35
Contact: Beth Simmons at 610-758-
3216 or bsimmons@lehigh.edu

Thursday, Nov. 12
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business and education 
symposium
Where: Berkshire Country Club, 1637 
Bernville Road, Reading

Time: 7:15-10 a.m.
Cost: Free
Contact:  
glandis@greaterreadingchamber.org

Saturday, Nov. 14
Held by: Norris McLaughlin & Marcus 
and Maser Consulting
Summary: Environmental workshop
Where: Norris McLaughlin & Marcus, 
515 W. Hamilton St., Suite 502, 
Allentown
Time: 9 a.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: cdarago@nmmlaw.com

Tuesday, Nov. 17
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s Women’s 
Business Council
Summary: Marketing outside the box
Where: PBS-39 WLVT, 839 Sesame St., 
Bethlehem
Time: 5-7 p.m.
Cost: $35 members, $70 nonmembers
Contact:  
info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Wednesday, Nov. 18
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Rising Star Reception 2015
Where: Berkshire Country Club, 1637 
Bernville Road, Reading
Time: 5-7:30 p.m.
Cost: $30
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 19
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce’s Young 
Professional Council and Small 
Business Council
Summary: TechFest 2015
Where: ArtsQuest SteelStacks, 101 
Founders Way, Bethlehem
Time: 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Cost: $45
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Wells Fargo economic fore-

cast breakfast
Where: Stokesay Castle, 141 Stokesay 
Castle Lane, Reading
Time: 7:30-9:30 a.m.
Cost: $20
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Dec. 10
Held by: Lehigh University College of 
Business and Economics
Summary: The art and science of mak-
ing decisions in business
Where: Lehigh University, Iacocca Hall, 
111 Research Drive, Bethlehem
Time: 7:30-9 a.m.
Cost: $35
Contact: Beth Simmons at 610-758-
3216 or bsimmons@lehigh.edu

COMPILED BY JENNIFER GLOSE

CALENDAR
continued from page 17

sophisticated anchor investors. The 
greater the community participation, 
the more the economic benefits of 
solar energy stay in the local com-
munity.

Solar is growing quickly through-
out the U.S. Through SEG, we are 
helping other solar project develop-
ers throughout the country identify 
lower-cost financing sources and 
allowing members of their commu-
nity to participate in the value that 
the free fuel from the sun generates 
over time. 

COMPILED BY CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND

KURTZ
continued from page 17

SEND YOUR BUSINESS NEWS TO: 
LVBnews@LVB.com
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SUBMITTING ITEMS
Email calendar items two weeks in 
advance to jenniferg@lvb.com

Tuesday, Nov. 3
Held by: Manufacturers Resource 
Center
Summary: Affordable Care Act report-
ing seminar for large employers
Where: Bear Creek Mountain Resort & 
Conference Center, 101 Doe Mountain 
Lane, Macungie
Time: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: www.mrcpa.org/events

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business at breakfast
Where: Reading Country Club, 5311 
Perkiomen Ave., Reading
Time: 7:45-9 a.m.
Cost: $12
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 5
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
Summary: Chamber annual meeting 
and awards show
Where: Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
77 Sands Blvd., Bethlehem
Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: $85 members, $150 nonmembers
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Friday, Nov. 6
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Human Resource Summit 
2015
Where: Crowne Plaza Reading, 1741 
Papermill Road, Wyomissing
Time: 8 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
Cost: $150 members, $275 vendors
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursdays, Nov. 5, 19, Dec. 3, 17
Held by: Concretely Speaking 
Toastmasters International
Summary: Public speaking and leader-
ship skills
Where: Greenawalds Fire Co., 2500 
Focht Ave., Allentown
Time: Noon-1 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: Dan Loikits at 610-428-
1579 or danl@loikits.com

Wednesdays Nov. 11, 18
Held By: Lehigh Valley Toastmasters
Summary: Enhance Leadership and 
Public Speaking Skills
Where: Christ Church UCC, 75 E. 
Market St., Bethlehem
Time: 7-9 p.m.

CALENDAR
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Globally, alternative energy is a 
growing trend.

Throughout the Greater Lehigh 
Valley, businesses are incorporating 
these energy sources as a replace-
ment to fossil fuels.

Several forms of alternative 
energy are available – and whether it 
be solar, hydroelectric wind or ther-
mal – there are options in finding the 
right source of energy that’s environ-
mentally friendly and fiscally sound.

One company that’s been mak-
ing an impact on the region is RER 
Energy Group LLC in Muhlenberg 
Township, Berks County. Here to 
offer insights on the world of alterna-
tive energy is Jim Kurtz, president of 
RER Energy Group.

Lehigh Valley Business: How long 
has RER Energy Group LLC been in 
business and what are its primary 
services?
Jim Kurtz: RER Energy Group was 
established in 2009. We were an off-
shoot of Reading Electric, an electri-
cal contracting firm started by my 
great uncle in 1956.

RER develops, designs and installs 
solar electric systems for organiza-
tions across the U.S. and recently in 
Latin America as well, as we opened 
an office in Mexico City earlier this 
year.

LVB: What have been some of the 
greatest challenges and opportuni-
ties that RER Energy Group LLC has 
encountered throughout its years in 
business?
Kurtz: When we started, there 
were very few solar systems in the 
Northeast and people were naturally 
skeptical of something that was per-
ceived to be new. The reality is, solar 
systems have been reliably producing 
energy since the 1950s, when Bell 
Labs introduced the technology still 
commonly used today, and produc-
tion has been very reliable for all of 
our clients.

Businesses that installed solar are 
installing more solar as they expand 
facilities or decide to add solar onto 
additional buildings.

Financing was also more of a 
challenge to obtain six years ago. 
That has changed significantly over 
the past few years as prominent Wall 
Street financial institutions have 
become large investors in solar sys-
tems.

LVB: Does RER Energy Group LLC 

work directly with businesses in the 
region to install alternative energy 
solutions? If so, what have been 
some of its biggest projects to date?
Kurtz: RER has developed and 
installed systems for businesses, 
schools, municipalities, farms and 
nonprofits. Clients include Boscov’s, 
Domino Sugar, Penn State Berks, 
Phoenixville Area School District, 
Adelphi Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
Highwood Industries, Misco 
Products, Lambert Spawn and many 
more.

Projects at first averaged around 
200 kilowatts since there was a popu-
lar Pennsylvania grant program five 
years ago which provided 20-30 per-
cent of the cost of projects for those 
up to 200 kW in size.

That program has expired, but 
system prices have dropped over 60 
percent in the past five years, and 
today our average project sizes are 
larger; in the 500 to 1000 kW range.

LVB: How does RER Energy Group 
LLC directly stimulate the local 
economy?
Kurtz: RER and our sister company, 
Sunvestment Energy Group, a solar 
financing platform, have over 20 
employees and consultants working 
together on a weekly basis. We utilize 
local engineers, electricians, bank-
ers, accountants, insurance firms, 
marketing agencies and other profes-
sional service firms.

We buy from local distributors for 
electric supplies, steel and aluminum 

extruding shops for racking systems 
and from other companies for roof-
ing, seeding, ballast and other needs.

We’re also always open to new 
sources of capital. Contracted proj-
ects for 2016 will require approxi-
mately $40 million of financing.

LVB: What advice would you give 
to an individual or business that’s 
interested in converting to alterna-
tive energy sources? What are some 
of the biggest perks of using alter-
native energy?
Kurtz: There is a confluence of rea-
sons why demand is so strong in 
our industry currently. Prices have 
dropped significantly over time but 
are now steady, interest rates are still 
low for financing, and, importantly, 
the 30 percent federal investment tax 
credit, which has been available for 
the last 10 years, is set to expire.

Organizations need to have proj-
ects fully installed by the end of 2016 
to obtain the 30 percent [investment 
tax credit]. Companies are setting 
plans in place today, since projects 
typically take a year from the first 
conversation until final completion.

With an energy bill and an 
address, we can quickly determine 
the savings potential for a facility 
and make sure it is well suited for 
an array. There are no costs for an 
evaluation, it’s a relatively straight 
forward, one-stop visit.

The free fuel from the sun results 
in effective energy costs of $0.03 to 
$0.05 per kWh [kilowatt hour] for 

the next 30 years for businesses and 
turns an unknown, volatile cost into 
a fixed, known cost.

LVB: What does the future look like 
for RER Energy Group LLC? Does it 
have plans for growth?
Kurtz: Along with our new office in 
Mexico, we are increasingly expand-
ing our geographic reach. We’re 
excited that we recently signed a 
2MW [megawatt] contract with a 
utility in Iowa.

We also obtained a prestigious 
U.S. Department of Energy SunShot 
grant award to help expand our 
Sunvestment Energy Group financ-
ing platform. SEG was launched to 
develop financial solutions that make 
solar possible for local businesses 
and nonprofits, while keeping more 
of the savings and investment oppor-
tunities in the community.

What we see in the market today 
is investors realizing after-tax returns 
of 7-9 percent or more funding solar 
projects when nonprofit organiza-
tions and business can’t fund the 
projects themselves or can’t fully uti-
lize the tax incentives and deprecia-
tion benefits.

The SEG financial platform allows 
community members affiliated with 
the local project to invest along with 

BEHIND THE LIST WITH JIM KURTZ OF RER ENERGY GROUP LLC

Tapping free fuel from the sun

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND
Jim Kurtz, president of RER Energy Group LLC, says his company has developed and installed solar energy systems for 
businesses, schools, municipalities, farms and nonprofits.

please see CALENDAR, page 22

MORE AT LVB.COM
VIDEO: Jim Kurtz talks about the services 
provided by RER Energy Group LLC.

please see KURTZ, page 22
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Tuesday, Nov. 3
Held by: Manufacturers Resource 
Center
Summary: Affordable Care Act report-
ing seminar for large employers
Where: Bear Creek Mountain Resort & 
Conference Center, 101 Doe Mountain 
Lane, Macungie
Time: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: www.mrcpa.org/events

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business at breakfast
Where: Reading Country Club, 5311 
Perkiomen Ave., Reading
Time: 7:45-9 a.m.
Cost: $12
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 5
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
Summary: Chamber annual meeting 
and awards show
Where: Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
77 Sands Blvd., Bethlehem
Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: $85 members, $150 nonmembers
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Friday, Nov. 6
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Human Resource Summit 
2015
Where: Crowne Plaza Reading, 1741 
Papermill Road, Wyomissing
Time: 8 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
Cost: $150 members, $275 vendors
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursdays, Nov. 5, 19, Dec. 3, 17
Held by: Concretely Speaking 
Toastmasters International
Summary: Public speaking and leader-
ship skills
Where: Greenawalds Fire Co., 2500 
Focht Ave., Allentown
Time: Noon-1 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: Dan Loikits at 610-428-
1579 or danl@loikits.com

Wednesdays Nov. 11, 18
Held By: Lehigh Valley Toastmasters
Summary: Enhance Leadership and 
Public Speaking Skills
Where: Christ Church UCC, 75 E. 
Market St., Bethlehem
Time: 7-9 p.m.
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Globally, alternative energy is a 
growing trend.

Throughout the Greater Lehigh 
Valley, businesses are incorporating 
these energy sources as a replace-
ment to fossil fuels.

Several forms of alternative 
energy are available – and whether it 
be solar, hydroelectric wind or ther-
mal – there are options in finding the 
right source of energy that’s environ-
mentally friendly and fiscally sound.

One company that’s been mak-
ing an impact on the region is RER 
Energy Group LLC in Muhlenberg 
Township, Berks County. Here to 
offer insights on the world of alterna-
tive energy is Jim Kurtz, president of 
RER Energy Group.

Lehigh Valley Business: How long 
has RER Energy Group LLC been in 
business and what are its primary 
services?
Jim Kurtz: RER Energy Group was 
established in 2009. We were an off-
shoot of Reading Electric, an electri-
cal contracting firm started by my 
great uncle in 1956.

RER develops, designs and installs 
solar electric systems for organiza-
tions across the U.S. and recently in 
Latin America as well, as we opened 
an office in Mexico City earlier this 
year.

LVB: What have been some of the 
greatest challenges and opportuni-
ties that RER Energy Group LLC has 
encountered throughout its years in 
business?
Kurtz: When we started, there 
were very few solar systems in the 
Northeast and people were naturally 
skeptical of something that was per-
ceived to be new. The reality is, solar 
systems have been reliably producing 
energy since the 1950s, when Bell 
Labs introduced the technology still 
commonly used today, and produc-
tion has been very reliable for all of 
our clients.

Businesses that installed solar are 
installing more solar as they expand 
facilities or decide to add solar onto 
additional buildings.

Financing was also more of a 
challenge to obtain six years ago. 
That has changed significantly over 
the past few years as prominent Wall 
Street financial institutions have 
become large investors in solar sys-
tems.

LVB: Does RER Energy Group LLC 

work directly with businesses in the 
region to install alternative energy 
solutions? If so, what have been 
some of its biggest projects to date?
Kurtz: RER has developed and 
installed systems for businesses, 
schools, municipalities, farms and 
nonprofits. Clients include Boscov’s, 
Domino Sugar, Penn State Berks, 
Phoenixville Area School District, 
Adelphi Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
Highwood Industries, Misco 
Products, Lambert Spawn and many 
more.

Projects at first averaged around 
200 kilowatts since there was a popu-
lar Pennsylvania grant program five 
years ago which provided 20-30 per-
cent of the cost of projects for those 
up to 200 kW in size.

That program has expired, but 
system prices have dropped over 60 
percent in the past five years, and 
today our average project sizes are 
larger; in the 500 to 1000 kW range.

LVB: How does RER Energy Group 
LLC directly stimulate the local 
economy?
Kurtz: RER and our sister company, 
Sunvestment Energy Group, a solar 
financing platform, have over 20 
employees and consultants working 
together on a weekly basis. We utilize 
local engineers, electricians, bank-
ers, accountants, insurance firms, 
marketing agencies and other profes-
sional service firms.

We buy from local distributors for 
electric supplies, steel and aluminum 

extruding shops for racking systems 
and from other companies for roof-
ing, seeding, ballast and other needs.

We’re also always open to new 
sources of capital. Contracted proj-
ects for 2016 will require approxi-
mately $40 million of financing.

LVB: What advice would you give 
to an individual or business that’s 
interested in converting to alterna-
tive energy sources? What are some 
of the biggest perks of using alter-
native energy?
Kurtz: There is a confluence of rea-
sons why demand is so strong in 
our industry currently. Prices have 
dropped significantly over time but 
are now steady, interest rates are still 
low for financing, and, importantly, 
the 30 percent federal investment tax 
credit, which has been available for 
the last 10 years, is set to expire.

Organizations need to have proj-
ects fully installed by the end of 2016 
to obtain the 30 percent [investment 
tax credit]. Companies are setting 
plans in place today, since projects 
typically take a year from the first 
conversation until final completion.

With an energy bill and an 
address, we can quickly determine 
the savings potential for a facility 
and make sure it is well suited for 
an array. There are no costs for an 
evaluation, it’s a relatively straight 
forward, one-stop visit.

The free fuel from the sun results 
in effective energy costs of $0.03 to 
$0.05 per kWh [kilowatt hour] for 

the next 30 years for businesses and 
turns an unknown, volatile cost into 
a fixed, known cost.

LVB: What does the future look like 
for RER Energy Group LLC? Does it 
have plans for growth?
Kurtz: Along with our new office in 
Mexico, we are increasingly expand-
ing our geographic reach. We’re 
excited that we recently signed a 
2MW [megawatt] contract with a 
utility in Iowa.

We also obtained a prestigious 
U.S. Department of Energy SunShot 
grant award to help expand our 
Sunvestment Energy Group financ-
ing platform. SEG was launched to 
develop financial solutions that make 
solar possible for local businesses 
and nonprofits, while keeping more 
of the savings and investment oppor-
tunities in the community.

What we see in the market today 
is investors realizing after-tax returns 
of 7-9 percent or more funding solar 
projects when nonprofit organiza-
tions and business can’t fund the 
projects themselves or can’t fully uti-
lize the tax incentives and deprecia-
tion benefits.

The SEG financial platform allows 
community members affiliated with 
the local project to invest along with 

BEHIND THE LIST WITH JIM KURTZ OF RER ENERGY GROUP LLC

Tapping free fuel from the sun

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND
Jim Kurtz, president of RER Energy Group LLC, says his company has developed and installed solar energy systems for 
businesses, schools, municipalities, farms and nonprofits.

please see CALENDAR, page 22

MORE AT LVB.COM
VIDEO: Jim Kurtz talks about the services 
provided by RER Energy Group LLC.

please see KURTZ, page 22
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SUBMITTING ITEMS
Email calendar items two weeks in 
advance to jenniferg@lvb.com

Tuesday, Nov. 3
Held by: Manufacturers Resource 
Center
Summary: Affordable Care Act report-
ing seminar for large employers
Where: Bear Creek Mountain Resort & 
Conference Center, 101 Doe Mountain 
Lane, Macungie
Time: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: www.mrcpa.org/events

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business at breakfast
Where: Reading Country Club, 5311 
Perkiomen Ave., Reading
Time: 7:45-9 a.m.
Cost: $12
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 5
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
Summary: Chamber annual meeting 
and awards show
Where: Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
77 Sands Blvd., Bethlehem
Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: $85 members, $150 nonmembers
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Friday, Nov. 6
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Human Resource Summit 
2015
Where: Crowne Plaza Reading, 1741 
Papermill Road, Wyomissing
Time: 8 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
Cost: $150 members, $275 vendors
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursdays, Nov. 5, 19, Dec. 3, 17
Held by: Concretely Speaking 
Toastmasters International
Summary: Public speaking and leader-
ship skills
Where: Greenawalds Fire Co., 2500 
Focht Ave., Allentown
Time: Noon-1 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: Dan Loikits at 610-428-
1579 or danl@loikits.com

Wednesdays Nov. 11, 18
Held By: Lehigh Valley Toastmasters
Summary: Enhance Leadership and 
Public Speaking Skills
Where: Christ Church UCC, 75 E. 
Market St., Bethlehem
Time: 7-9 p.m.
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Globally, alternative energy is a 
growing trend.

Throughout the Greater Lehigh 
Valley, businesses are incorporating 
these energy sources as a replace-
ment to fossil fuels.

Several forms of alternative 
energy are available – and whether it 
be solar, hydroelectric wind or ther-
mal – there are options in finding the 
right source of energy that’s environ-
mentally friendly and fiscally sound.

One company that’s been mak-
ing an impact on the region is RER 
Energy Group LLC in Muhlenberg 
Township, Berks County. Here to 
offer insights on the world of alterna-
tive energy is Jim Kurtz, president of 
RER Energy Group.

Lehigh Valley Business: How long 
has RER Energy Group LLC been in 
business and what are its primary 
services?
Jim Kurtz: RER Energy Group was 
established in 2009. We were an off-
shoot of Reading Electric, an electri-
cal contracting firm started by my 
great uncle in 1956.

RER develops, designs and installs 
solar electric systems for organiza-
tions across the U.S. and recently in 
Latin America as well, as we opened 
an office in Mexico City earlier this 
year.

LVB: What have been some of the 
greatest challenges and opportuni-
ties that RER Energy Group LLC has 
encountered throughout its years in 
business?
Kurtz: When we started, there 
were very few solar systems in the 
Northeast and people were naturally 
skeptical of something that was per-
ceived to be new. The reality is, solar 
systems have been reliably producing 
energy since the 1950s, when Bell 
Labs introduced the technology still 
commonly used today, and produc-
tion has been very reliable for all of 
our clients.

Businesses that installed solar are 
installing more solar as they expand 
facilities or decide to add solar onto 
additional buildings.

Financing was also more of a 
challenge to obtain six years ago. 
That has changed significantly over 
the past few years as prominent Wall 
Street financial institutions have 
become large investors in solar sys-
tems.

LVB: Does RER Energy Group LLC 

work directly with businesses in the 
region to install alternative energy 
solutions? If so, what have been 
some of its biggest projects to date?
Kurtz: RER has developed and 
installed systems for businesses, 
schools, municipalities, farms and 
nonprofits. Clients include Boscov’s, 
Domino Sugar, Penn State Berks, 
Phoenixville Area School District, 
Adelphi Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
Highwood Industries, Misco 
Products, Lambert Spawn and many 
more.

Projects at first averaged around 
200 kilowatts since there was a popu-
lar Pennsylvania grant program five 
years ago which provided 20-30 per-
cent of the cost of projects for those 
up to 200 kW in size.

That program has expired, but 
system prices have dropped over 60 
percent in the past five years, and 
today our average project sizes are 
larger; in the 500 to 1000 kW range.

LVB: How does RER Energy Group 
LLC directly stimulate the local 
economy?
Kurtz: RER and our sister company, 
Sunvestment Energy Group, a solar 
financing platform, have over 20 
employees and consultants working 
together on a weekly basis. We utilize 
local engineers, electricians, bank-
ers, accountants, insurance firms, 
marketing agencies and other profes-
sional service firms.

We buy from local distributors for 
electric supplies, steel and aluminum 

extruding shops for racking systems 
and from other companies for roof-
ing, seeding, ballast and other needs.

We’re also always open to new 
sources of capital. Contracted proj-
ects for 2016 will require approxi-
mately $40 million of financing.

LVB: What advice would you give 
to an individual or business that’s 
interested in converting to alterna-
tive energy sources? What are some 
of the biggest perks of using alter-
native energy?
Kurtz: There is a confluence of rea-
sons why demand is so strong in 
our industry currently. Prices have 
dropped significantly over time but 
are now steady, interest rates are still 
low for financing, and, importantly, 
the 30 percent federal investment tax 
credit, which has been available for 
the last 10 years, is set to expire.

Organizations need to have proj-
ects fully installed by the end of 2016 
to obtain the 30 percent [investment 
tax credit]. Companies are setting 
plans in place today, since projects 
typically take a year from the first 
conversation until final completion.

With an energy bill and an 
address, we can quickly determine 
the savings potential for a facility 
and make sure it is well suited for 
an array. There are no costs for an 
evaluation, it’s a relatively straight 
forward, one-stop visit.

The free fuel from the sun results 
in effective energy costs of $0.03 to 
$0.05 per kWh [kilowatt hour] for 

the next 30 years for businesses and 
turns an unknown, volatile cost into 
a fixed, known cost.

LVB: What does the future look like 
for RER Energy Group LLC? Does it 
have plans for growth?
Kurtz: Along with our new office in 
Mexico, we are increasingly expand-
ing our geographic reach. We’re 
excited that we recently signed a 
2MW [megawatt] contract with a 
utility in Iowa.

We also obtained a prestigious 
U.S. Department of Energy SunShot 
grant award to help expand our 
Sunvestment Energy Group financ-
ing platform. SEG was launched to 
develop financial solutions that make 
solar possible for local businesses 
and nonprofits, while keeping more 
of the savings and investment oppor-
tunities in the community.

What we see in the market today 
is investors realizing after-tax returns 
of 7-9 percent or more funding solar 
projects when nonprofit organiza-
tions and business can’t fund the 
projects themselves or can’t fully uti-
lize the tax incentives and deprecia-
tion benefits.

The SEG financial platform allows 
community members affiliated with 
the local project to invest along with 

BEHIND THE LIST WITH JIM KURTZ OF RER ENERGY GROUP LLC

Tapping free fuel from the sun

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND
Jim Kurtz, president of RER Energy Group LLC, says his company has developed and installed solar energy systems for 
businesses, schools, municipalities, farms and nonprofits.

please see CALENDAR, page 22

MORE AT LVB.COM
VIDEO: Jim Kurtz talks about the services 
provided by RER Energy Group LLC.

please see KURTZ, page 22
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SUBMITTING ITEMS
Email calendar items two weeks in 
advance to jenniferg@lvb.com

Tuesday, Nov. 3
Held by: Manufacturers Resource 
Center
Summary: Affordable Care Act report-
ing seminar for large employers
Where: Bear Creek Mountain Resort & 
Conference Center, 101 Doe Mountain 
Lane, Macungie
Time: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: www.mrcpa.org/events

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business at breakfast
Where: Reading Country Club, 5311 
Perkiomen Ave., Reading
Time: 7:45-9 a.m.
Cost: $12
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 5
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
Summary: Chamber annual meeting 
and awards show
Where: Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
77 Sands Blvd., Bethlehem
Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: $85 members, $150 nonmembers
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Friday, Nov. 6
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Human Resource Summit 
2015
Where: Crowne Plaza Reading, 1741 
Papermill Road, Wyomissing
Time: 8 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
Cost: $150 members, $275 vendors
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursdays, Nov. 5, 19, Dec. 3, 17
Held by: Concretely Speaking 
Toastmasters International
Summary: Public speaking and leader-
ship skills
Where: Greenawalds Fire Co., 2500 
Focht Ave., Allentown
Time: Noon-1 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: Dan Loikits at 610-428-
1579 or danl@loikits.com

Wednesdays Nov. 11, 18
Held By: Lehigh Valley Toastmasters
Summary: Enhance Leadership and 
Public Speaking Skills
Where: Christ Church UCC, 75 E. 
Market St., Bethlehem
Time: 7-9 p.m.
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Globally, alternative energy is a 
growing trend.

Throughout the Greater Lehigh 
Valley, businesses are incorporating 
these energy sources as a replace-
ment to fossil fuels.

Several forms of alternative 
energy are available – and whether it 
be solar, hydroelectric wind or ther-
mal – there are options in finding the 
right source of energy that’s environ-
mentally friendly and fiscally sound.

One company that’s been mak-
ing an impact on the region is RER 
Energy Group LLC in Muhlenberg 
Township, Berks County. Here to 
offer insights on the world of alterna-
tive energy is Jim Kurtz, president of 
RER Energy Group.

Lehigh Valley Business: How long 
has RER Energy Group LLC been in 
business and what are its primary 
services?
Jim Kurtz: RER Energy Group was 
established in 2009. We were an off-
shoot of Reading Electric, an electri-
cal contracting firm started by my 
great uncle in 1956.

RER develops, designs and installs 
solar electric systems for organiza-
tions across the U.S. and recently in 
Latin America as well, as we opened 
an office in Mexico City earlier this 
year.

LVB: What have been some of the 
greatest challenges and opportuni-
ties that RER Energy Group LLC has 
encountered throughout its years in 
business?
Kurtz: When we started, there 
were very few solar systems in the 
Northeast and people were naturally 
skeptical of something that was per-
ceived to be new. The reality is, solar 
systems have been reliably producing 
energy since the 1950s, when Bell 
Labs introduced the technology still 
commonly used today, and produc-
tion has been very reliable for all of 
our clients.

Businesses that installed solar are 
installing more solar as they expand 
facilities or decide to add solar onto 
additional buildings.

Financing was also more of a 
challenge to obtain six years ago. 
That has changed significantly over 
the past few years as prominent Wall 
Street financial institutions have 
become large investors in solar sys-
tems.

LVB: Does RER Energy Group LLC 

work directly with businesses in the 
region to install alternative energy 
solutions? If so, what have been 
some of its biggest projects to date?
Kurtz: RER has developed and 
installed systems for businesses, 
schools, municipalities, farms and 
nonprofits. Clients include Boscov’s, 
Domino Sugar, Penn State Berks, 
Phoenixville Area School District, 
Adelphi Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
Highwood Industries, Misco 
Products, Lambert Spawn and many 
more.

Projects at first averaged around 
200 kilowatts since there was a popu-
lar Pennsylvania grant program five 
years ago which provided 20-30 per-
cent of the cost of projects for those 
up to 200 kW in size.

That program has expired, but 
system prices have dropped over 60 
percent in the past five years, and 
today our average project sizes are 
larger; in the 500 to 1000 kW range.

LVB: How does RER Energy Group 
LLC directly stimulate the local 
economy?
Kurtz: RER and our sister company, 
Sunvestment Energy Group, a solar 
financing platform, have over 20 
employees and consultants working 
together on a weekly basis. We utilize 
local engineers, electricians, bank-
ers, accountants, insurance firms, 
marketing agencies and other profes-
sional service firms.

We buy from local distributors for 
electric supplies, steel and aluminum 

extruding shops for racking systems 
and from other companies for roof-
ing, seeding, ballast and other needs.

We’re also always open to new 
sources of capital. Contracted proj-
ects for 2016 will require approxi-
mately $40 million of financing.

LVB: What advice would you give 
to an individual or business that’s 
interested in converting to alterna-
tive energy sources? What are some 
of the biggest perks of using alter-
native energy?
Kurtz: There is a confluence of rea-
sons why demand is so strong in 
our industry currently. Prices have 
dropped significantly over time but 
are now steady, interest rates are still 
low for financing, and, importantly, 
the 30 percent federal investment tax 
credit, which has been available for 
the last 10 years, is set to expire.

Organizations need to have proj-
ects fully installed by the end of 2016 
to obtain the 30 percent [investment 
tax credit]. Companies are setting 
plans in place today, since projects 
typically take a year from the first 
conversation until final completion.

With an energy bill and an 
address, we can quickly determine 
the savings potential for a facility 
and make sure it is well suited for 
an array. There are no costs for an 
evaluation, it’s a relatively straight 
forward, one-stop visit.

The free fuel from the sun results 
in effective energy costs of $0.03 to 
$0.05 per kWh [kilowatt hour] for 

the next 30 years for businesses and 
turns an unknown, volatile cost into 
a fixed, known cost.

LVB: What does the future look like 
for RER Energy Group LLC? Does it 
have plans for growth?
Kurtz: Along with our new office in 
Mexico, we are increasingly expand-
ing our geographic reach. We’re 
excited that we recently signed a 
2MW [megawatt] contract with a 
utility in Iowa.

We also obtained a prestigious 
U.S. Department of Energy SunShot 
grant award to help expand our 
Sunvestment Energy Group financ-
ing platform. SEG was launched to 
develop financial solutions that make 
solar possible for local businesses 
and nonprofits, while keeping more 
of the savings and investment oppor-
tunities in the community.

What we see in the market today 
is investors realizing after-tax returns 
of 7-9 percent or more funding solar 
projects when nonprofit organiza-
tions and business can’t fund the 
projects themselves or can’t fully uti-
lize the tax incentives and deprecia-
tion benefits.

The SEG financial platform allows 
community members affiliated with 
the local project to invest along with 

BEHIND THE LIST WITH JIM KURTZ OF RER ENERGY GROUP LLC

Tapping free fuel from the sun

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND
Jim Kurtz, president of RER Energy Group LLC, says his company has developed and installed solar energy systems for 
businesses, schools, municipalities, farms and nonprofits.

please see CALENDAR, page 22

MORE AT LVB.COM
VIDEO: Jim Kurtz talks about the services 
provided by RER Energy Group LLC.

please see KURTZ, page 22
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Summary: Affordable Care Act report-
ing seminar for large employers
Where: Bear Creek Mountain Resort & 
Conference Center, 101 Doe Mountain 
Lane, Macungie
Time: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Contact: www.mrcpa.org/events

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Business at breakfast
Where: Reading Country Club, 5311 
Perkiomen Ave., Reading
Time: 7:45-9 a.m.
Cost: $12
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org

Thursday, Nov. 5
Held by: Greater Lehigh Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
Summary: Chamber annual meeting 
and awards show
Where: Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
77 Sands Blvd., Bethlehem
Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: $85 members, $150 nonmembers
Contact: info@lehighvalleychamber.org

Friday, Nov. 6
Held by: Greater Reading Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
Summary: Human Resource Summit 
2015
Where: Crowne Plaza Reading, 1741 
Papermill Road, Wyomissing
Time: 8 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
Cost: $150 members, $275 vendors
Contact: bkirkner@greaterreading-
chamber.org
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Held by: Concretely Speaking 
Toastmasters International
Summary: Public speaking and leader-
ship skills
Where: Greenawalds Fire Co., 2500 
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Globally, alternative energy is a 
growing trend.

Throughout the Greater Lehigh 
Valley, businesses are incorporating 
these energy sources as a replace-
ment to fossil fuels.

Several forms of alternative 
energy are available – and whether it 
be solar, hydroelectric wind or ther-
mal – there are options in finding the 
right source of energy that’s environ-
mentally friendly and fiscally sound.

One company that’s been mak-
ing an impact on the region is RER 
Energy Group LLC in Muhlenberg 
Township, Berks County. Here to 
offer insights on the world of alterna-
tive energy is Jim Kurtz, president of 
RER Energy Group.

Lehigh Valley Business: How long 
has RER Energy Group LLC been in 
business and what are its primary 
services?
Jim Kurtz: RER Energy Group was 
established in 2009. We were an off-
shoot of Reading Electric, an electri-
cal contracting firm started by my 
great uncle in 1956.

RER develops, designs and installs 
solar electric systems for organiza-
tions across the U.S. and recently in 
Latin America as well, as we opened 
an office in Mexico City earlier this 
year.

LVB: What have been some of the 
greatest challenges and opportuni-
ties that RER Energy Group LLC has 
encountered throughout its years in 
business?
Kurtz: When we started, there 
were very few solar systems in the 
Northeast and people were naturally 
skeptical of something that was per-
ceived to be new. The reality is, solar 
systems have been reliably producing 
energy since the 1950s, when Bell 
Labs introduced the technology still 
commonly used today, and produc-
tion has been very reliable for all of 
our clients.

Businesses that installed solar are 
installing more solar as they expand 
facilities or decide to add solar onto 
additional buildings.

Financing was also more of a 
challenge to obtain six years ago. 
That has changed significantly over 
the past few years as prominent Wall 
Street financial institutions have 
become large investors in solar sys-
tems.

LVB: Does RER Energy Group LLC 

work directly with businesses in the 
region to install alternative energy 
solutions? If so, what have been 
some of its biggest projects to date?
Kurtz: RER has developed and 
installed systems for businesses, 
schools, municipalities, farms and 
nonprofits. Clients include Boscov’s, 
Domino Sugar, Penn State Berks, 
Phoenixville Area School District, 
Adelphi Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
Highwood Industries, Misco 
Products, Lambert Spawn and many 
more.

Projects at first averaged around 
200 kilowatts since there was a popu-
lar Pennsylvania grant program five 
years ago which provided 20-30 per-
cent of the cost of projects for those 
up to 200 kW in size.

That program has expired, but 
system prices have dropped over 60 
percent in the past five years, and 
today our average project sizes are 
larger; in the 500 to 1000 kW range.

LVB: How does RER Energy Group 
LLC directly stimulate the local 
economy?
Kurtz: RER and our sister company, 
Sunvestment Energy Group, a solar 
financing platform, have over 20 
employees and consultants working 
together on a weekly basis. We utilize 
local engineers, electricians, bank-
ers, accountants, insurance firms, 
marketing agencies and other profes-
sional service firms.

We buy from local distributors for 
electric supplies, steel and aluminum 

extruding shops for racking systems 
and from other companies for roof-
ing, seeding, ballast and other needs.

We’re also always open to new 
sources of capital. Contracted proj-
ects for 2016 will require approxi-
mately $40 million of financing.

LVB: What advice would you give 
to an individual or business that’s 
interested in converting to alterna-
tive energy sources? What are some 
of the biggest perks of using alter-
native energy?
Kurtz: There is a confluence of rea-
sons why demand is so strong in 
our industry currently. Prices have 
dropped significantly over time but 
are now steady, interest rates are still 
low for financing, and, importantly, 
the 30 percent federal investment tax 
credit, which has been available for 
the last 10 years, is set to expire.

Organizations need to have proj-
ects fully installed by the end of 2016 
to obtain the 30 percent [investment 
tax credit]. Companies are setting 
plans in place today, since projects 
typically take a year from the first 
conversation until final completion.

With an energy bill and an 
address, we can quickly determine 
the savings potential for a facility 
and make sure it is well suited for 
an array. There are no costs for an 
evaluation, it’s a relatively straight 
forward, one-stop visit.

The free fuel from the sun results 
in effective energy costs of $0.03 to 
$0.05 per kWh [kilowatt hour] for 

the next 30 years for businesses and 
turns an unknown, volatile cost into 
a fixed, known cost.

LVB: What does the future look like 
for RER Energy Group LLC? Does it 
have plans for growth?
Kurtz: Along with our new office in 
Mexico, we are increasingly expand-
ing our geographic reach. We’re 
excited that we recently signed a 
2MW [megawatt] contract with a 
utility in Iowa.

We also obtained a prestigious 
U.S. Department of Energy SunShot 
grant award to help expand our 
Sunvestment Energy Group financ-
ing platform. SEG was launched to 
develop financial solutions that make 
solar possible for local businesses 
and nonprofits, while keeping more 
of the savings and investment oppor-
tunities in the community.

What we see in the market today 
is investors realizing after-tax returns 
of 7-9 percent or more funding solar 
projects when nonprofit organiza-
tions and business can’t fund the 
projects themselves or can’t fully uti-
lize the tax incentives and deprecia-
tion benefits.

The SEG financial platform allows 
community members affiliated with 
the local project to invest along with 

BEHIND THE LIST WITH JIM KURTZ OF RER ENERGY GROUP LLC

Tapping free fuel from the sun

PHOTO/CHRISTOPHER HOLLAND
Jim Kurtz, president of RER Energy Group LLC, says his company has developed and installed solar energy systems for 
businesses, schools, municipalities, farms and nonprofits.

please see CALENDAR, page 22

MORE AT LVB.COM
VIDEO: Jim Kurtz talks about the services 
provided by RER Energy Group LLC.

please see KURTZ, page 22

http://www.rerenergygroup.com/en/rer-energy-groups-president-talks-about-how-to-benefit-from-free-fuel-from-the-sun/

